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The Amorous Earthworm

Lumbricus terrestris libidinosus

One night, a little earthworm arose from his bed,
He wriggled up to the surface and popped out his head,
Regarding the world with a coelomate* grin,

And a wrinkle of skin where his eyes should have "bin",
This grateful little earthworm, content and replete,
Whose clever sort was never short of something to eat,
Thus lifted his voice to the moon,

With this quaint, annelidical tune:

"How wonderful to be a worm!

So deep is the heap where I wriggle and squirm;
I'm living in clover, going over,

And under, it's a wonderful life as a worm!"

"And yet, as an earthworm, not having a wife,

It can be rather a BORING hermaphrodite life,
To spend ev'ry day digesting your way
Through various stages of putrid decay.
O send a Lumbricata for me to entwine,

With well-rounded segments and bristles divine!

If someone were yearning for me,
How pleasant my churning and worming would be...

Although for my bachelorhood I'm renowned,
There are times when Helminthian hormones abound,
And O, what a difference a mistress would make
To the icing upon my vermicular cake!"

(*pronounced see-loh-mate)



Just then, a vibration was felt at his feet,
Disturbing the soliloquy he sought to complete;
He asked of the welcome intrusion, with glee:
"Ah, can this be love, that's been waiting for me?
Yes, yes! Another earthworm, O won't you come in?
I can tell that your chemistry's in tune with my skin!
If you will agree to be mine,

We'll be O so excited, united in slime!"

The earthworm directly made plain her reply:
"O thank you, kind Sir, but your love I deny;
You see, what you need is a wife and a lover,
And you are at one end and I'm at the other...
We never can marry; we're one and the same;
Alone we must tarry; there's no one to blame,
So take my advice, and remain on the shelf,
For you can't spend your life making love to yourself."

Distraught, our little earthworm, much wounded inside
Returned to his burrow to attend to his pride.

She trailed off behind him, prostrate with despair,
For try as they might, they could not be a pair.
The five double hearts pounding in his small breast
Gave him ten times more misery to feed his distress;
No more would he sing to the moon...

He couldn't - or wouldn't - remember the tune.

s

His grief was cut short for without more ado,
The spade from a gardener had chopped him in two!
"O compost!" he cried, in invertebrate fright...
Till he saw possibilities for nuptial delight!
"What luck! For we're now independent", THEY said;
"As Lumbrici Liberati we're free to be wed!
Forever our sorrow is gone,

Together we'll burrow as one single furrow -
How wonderful to be a worm!

So deep is the heap where WE wriggle and squirm;
We'll be living in clover, going over,

And under, it's a wonderful life,

For a worm and his WIFE!

It's a wonderful life as a worm!"
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